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NIKITA GILL C

Mother

r.r.-as the Goddess of C)racles

and Falling Stars.

On the night I u.as born
she rvas all alone.

Her cries r'r,ere heard bv no one

as she drew.me x.ailing
out of her vi,omb,

rvrapping me in her arms.

A thousand stars [el]

together from the cosmos.

Some called it an omen,
others called it a blessing.

Mv mother kne'1,r. better.
Her immortal bodv alread_v

healed after the birth,
she carried me to

the balconv of her chambers.

As she held me in her arms
lve vi,atched a silver shoror,,er

rain across the midnight skv

behind the blazing fire
of a ten-thousand-vear-old rvar.

She told me the stars fell

because she had granted
a thousand u.ishes in m1.name.

Father

rr as a God of Destruction.

.\ncient and unbroken,

-itronger than the core of the cosmc

The most legendary of the Gods.

\nd this is why the new Gods
''r iped out the stories about him.
\ storv is a powerful thing.

-t can lead to another war
, r elen resurrect the strongest

- l all vour enemies.

jir u-as a God so formidable
.: at the Titans knew no one

:t he could win them this ltar.

I.ir mother said she never be1ie. ed

.r,r different about my father.
i:e told me he had never lost

: rame of dice, let alone a battle.
.,, as too Young to understand thi.

: rt sometimes we tell ourselr-es

- r most beautiful lies

-.t to surr.ive the terrible things
.-rr \\'e are living through.
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NIKITA GILL C

Home

Children born in r,vars

are made of a difl-erent kind of clar..

We become used to the din.
We grorv used to the collapse

of crumbling buildings
and tlre and dcvelop a compassion

for broken things.
Horn can u.e not u.hen rve knorv
nothing else?

My mother raised me

in a palace u,here the marblc floors
cracked under
the distant clash of God weapons,

adamantine against adamantine.

The cloud-coloured pillars
that held our home up

rvere disintegrating from the roars
of the hear.ens above us.

I was told these hallou,ed halls u.ere

once visited by a thousand giggling nl.mphs
and hundreds of glittering deities.
But now it vl.as just a haunting
u.here only my mother and I lived.
When the call to war came,

the Gods, my uncles and cousins, left.
Eventually everyone had to pick a side.

Most of the Titans chose to support my father:
it w-as after all the Titan God-King
Kronos u.ho they seryed.

But some Titans betraved their orvn.
Thev took up arms against us,

choosing to side

rr ith Kronos' children,
:l-ie Olvmpians.
The nerv Gods.

r6
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NIKITA GIIL C

The Children of Gods

are born into deathless eternitl..
Our fathers hold us up to the light
and bless us w,ith our purpose as babes.

Our paths are chosen for us

long before \\'e are even conceived,
but at mv birth m1.lather vl'as long gone,

fighting a \\'ar so far awar-

he u.asn't even there to u,atch his first child
take her first steps into this vr.orld.

Mv mother told me,
'You are special, mv daughter,

lvhich is r,l.hy you must find your o\vn purpose.

You are no ordinarv child.
You are destined for greater things.
A path you must carve alone .

You are not yet a Goddess, Hekate.
'Ihat is a divinity you must seek.

And you u.ill find it one day for yourself.'

I think that even then,
she knell. r,l,hat u'ould become of us.

I think she had foreseen the end.

That Last D.y

s-hen it was just me and my mother
in behind those crumbling walls,
ue found solace in a hidden garden
still untouched by burning ichor.
This secret sanctuarv was full of herbr
both magical and -Jrtul.
But my mother's prize
rcas her soft grey moly flowers.

Legend will tell you that the moly heri
Ls s-hat Odysseus used to protect hims
kom my cousin Circe's magics.

But it was here, in my mother's garder
that the first sapling of magical mol,v g
nt rvas once a plant grown
*11- by Goddesses of Prophecy.
k -.melt like a mix of lavender and rair

I can still picture my mother's face

a-. she took mortar and pestle,
gound the leaves into nectar
and gave it to me to drink.
'n promise you
rr rrill make you strong.

:ronger than anyone
(}r anrthing that you see.'

n t -ou]d drink the sweet
,rr ender-honey-rain drink
ererr- tirrre she gave it to me.
i once asked her,
'\\-hr do I need such strength?'
&m she turned away

r8
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NIKIT\ GILL C

to hide the tears

that fell silentlv. \\'hen the Messenger Ar

the sound of his broken wings echoed

across this dilapidated palace.
\\-hen she saw him,
mv mother rtnew.

He rvore my father's sigil
and u'hen we rushed to help him,
he put his hand up to stop us,

his body crumpling to the floor.

1\'e reached him just as

his bloodied mouth opened,

es tle ichor from his wounds

pooled at his feet.

'-{11

is lost.

Thev are on their way.

l-ou must run!'



, ,iunt lsnur.nc) L

'^e,\\ Jreq] uo eJ€ -\au i
.]so{ :

II\

laal slr.{ }e Prlo -

sPuno,!\ slr{ urorJ ror{Jr er{1 :.
'peuedo rllnotu perpoolLl >

sP 1snI LUrr{ PJTIJPJI ' 
,,

'rooU eq] o18ur1dtunrc .{poc1 r '

'sn dols o] dn pu€rl sr! ]nd :"
'urq dleq o] peqsnr e,r\ ueq-\\ F --.

1l3ls s,reqte; dtu ero-tt : -

'ftau{ -req}oru 
.,

'urrq,nes oqs ueq 
.

'aceled pereprdepp srr{} ,ss.i- -

peoqJa s8ur-rt uo>lorq srq lo punos r - -

Pe^rrrv .reSuessew eq) uerl^t

lrY)lH )

ta


